
4:00 PM TO 8:00 PM Registration
Hotel Lobby

6:00 PM TO 12:00 AM Meet & Greet
Fire Starter Lounge

AGENDA
OMFPOA 2026
TRAINING & EDUCATION SYMPOSIUM

SUNDAY, MAY 24, 2026



MONDAY, MAY 25, 2026
SILVERNIGHTINGALE BALLROOM

7:00 AM TO 8:30 AM Registration / Breakfast

8:30 AM TO 9:00 AM Opening Ceremonies

9:00 AM TO 9:45 AM OMFPOA Executive Nominations

9:45 AM TO 10:30 AM Networking Coffee Break

10:30 AM TO 12:00 PM

Fire Investigations
John McCutcheon, Fire and Explosion Investigator, 

Fuels Specialist
Chris Rennie, Fire and Explosion Investigator

OCI Group

12:00 PM TO 1:00 PM Networking Lunch

1:00 PM TO 2:30 PM
TAPP-C Case Study

Alexandra Fisher, FPO ESSA FD
Shanyn Godward, OAFE President, Richmond Hill Fire & Emergency

Services 

2:30 PM TO 3:00 PM Networking Coffee Break

3:00 PM TO 4:30 PM

Steady Under Pressure: Resilience and Stress Response
in Fire Prevention

Colleen Kamps, Director of Program Development & Advisory
Services, Tema Foundation

5:00 PM TO 9:00 PM Casino & Social Night

9:00 PM TO 12:00 AM Hospitality Suite
Cedar Room

AGENDA
OMFPOA 2026
TRAINING & EDUCATION SYMPOSIUM



Session A

Beyond the Open House: Scaling Your Reach Through
Strategic Collaboration

Kristen Polito
 Public Education and Communications, Office of the Fire

Marshal 

Session B
Then, Now and Alternative Solutions

Nancy Duncan

Session C
Connecting NFPA 13 to the New Fire Code

Mike Norris,
Norris Fire Consulting Inc.

Session D
Understanding the Changes to CAN/ULC-S536-19

Ray Dulac, President COC CFAA
Steve Lott, Vice President, COC CFAA

7:00 AM TO 8:30 AM Registration / Breakfast

A: Anishnaabe A B: Anishnaabe B C: Wendat D: Silvernightingale

8:30 AM TO 9:30 AM Beyond the Open House
Kristen Polito

Then, Now and
Alternative Solutions NFPA 13-2019 CAN/ULC-S536-19

9:30 TO 9:45 AM Networking Coffee Break

9:45 AM TO 10:45 PM
Beyond the Open House

Kristen Polito Then, Now and
Alternative Solutions NFPA 13-2019 CAN/ULC-S536-19

10:45 PM TO 11:00 PM Networking Lunch Break

11:00 PM TO 12:00 PM Beyond the Open House
Kristen Polito

Then, Now and
Alternative Solutions NFPA 13-2019 CAN/ULC-S536-19

12:00 PM TO 1:00 PM Lunch

1:00 PM TO 2:30 PM
Work Smart, Not Hard: The Power of Social Media Lead 

Nicholas Defazio
Public Information Officer, Ottawa Fire Services

2:30 PM TO 3:00 PM Networking Coffee Break

3:00 PM TO 4:30 PM
CAN/ULC s1001 

 Mike Lonergan & Jeremy Walker
Longergan Engineering

6:00 PM TO 9:00 PM TRADE SHOW
Crush Space

6:30 PM TO 8:00 PM DINNER & CASH BAR
Trade Show Floor

9:00 PM TO 12:00 AM ENTERTAINMENT
Hospitality Suite

AGENDA
OMFPOA 2026
TRAINING & EDUCATION SYMPOSIUM

TUESDAY, MAY 26, 2026



AGENDA
OMFPOA 2026
TRAINING & EDUCATION SYMPOSIUM

WEDNESDAY, MAY 27, 2026
SILVERNIGHTINGALE BALLROOM

7:00 AM TO 8:30 AM Registration / Breakfast

8:30 AM TO 10:00 AM OMFPOA Annual General Meeting & Elections

10:00 AM TO 10:30 AM Networking Coffee Break

10:30 AM TO 12:00 PM

Tools for the Frontline: Supporting Community Public
Education

Kristen Polito, Senior Manager of Public Education and
Communications, OFM,

Jamie Kovac, Executive Director, Fire Marshal’s Public Safety
Council, 

Susy Ceolin & Ammara Khan, TSSA
Effective Safety Messaging: Risk Perception and User Behaviour

12:00 PM TO 1:00 PM Networking Lunch

1:00 PM TO 2:30 PM

Changing Fire Alarm and Fire Protection Systems in
Existing Buildings - The “Like For Like” Lie

Paul Latreille
Jensen Hughes

2:30 PM TO 3:00 PM Networking Coffee Break

3:00 PM TO 4:30 PM Administrative Monetary Penalty System - AMPS
Brenda Russell

6:00 PM TO 7:00 PM Cocktail Reception - Cash Bar

7:00 PM TO 9:00 PM BBQ Dinner & Gala Event



AGENDA
OMFPOA 2026
TRAINING & EDUCATION SYMPOSIUM

THURSDAY, MAY 28, 2026
SILVERNIGHTINGALE BALLROOM

7:00 AM TO 8:30 AM Registration / Breakfast

8:30 AM TO 10:15 AM
Arson Offenders and Criminal Investigative Analysis:

Geographic Profiling and Arson Offender Research
Bill Gofton, Retired, Ontario Provincial Police

10:15 AM TO 10:45 AM Networking Coffee Break

10:45 AM TO 12:00 PM Authorization to Close Case Study - Hamilton Fire
Chris Pearman & Rob King, OFM Program Specialists

12:00 PM TO 12:30 PM Closing Remarks & Swearing in of the 2026 OMFPOA
Executive Committee



AGENDA
OMFPOA 2026
TRAINING & EDUCATION SYMPOSIUM

BREAKOUT SESSION
REGISTRATION

Tuesday May 26, 2026 



 

 

 

 

 

Fire Investigations 

John McCutcheon, C. Tech, CFEI, CFII, RSE  

Fire and Explosion Investigator, Fuels Specialist  - OCI Group. 

• 20+ years of industry investigations 

• Over 250 forensic investigations 

• Certified to NFPA – 1030 

• Certified to NFPA – 1033 

• RSE 309A – Construction and Maintenance Electrician 

• RSE 313A – Refrigeration and Air Conditioning System 

Mechanic 

• TSSA Certified G-1, OBT-1, PM-2, PM-3, RST-NG, H2 

• Solid Fuel System Installer / Inspector – WETT 

•  Transport Canada Drone Operators Certificate  

• Previously served as a Commissioned National Board Pressure Vessel Inspector 

and Fuel Safety Inspector with the TSSA. 

Chris Rennie, CFI, CCFI Level C, CFEI, NFPA 1031 Level II 

Fire and Explosion Investigator – OCI Group. 

• 20+ years of Industry Experience 

• Over 300 Fire Investigations 

• Fire Inspector / Investigator  

▪ Southwest Middlesex Fire Service 

▪ Newbury Fire Department 

▪ Lambtom Shores Fire Service 

• London Fire Department – Inspector / Investigator , in-house 

trainer for Recruits/Captain/Senior Officer Training 

• Ontario Fire Marshal’s Office – Lead Instructor NFPA 1033 

• Instructor OCI Group – NFPA 921 

• Professor – Fanshawe College, Fire Inspection Program 

• Established Litigation Expert – Fire Investigations / Fire Code/ Builing Code.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

TAPP-C Case Study 

Alexandra Fisher, Fire Prevention Officer, Essa Fire Department. 

Alexandra Fisher is a Fire Prevention Officer with Essa Fire 
Department, bringing eight years of experience in the fire service. 
Passionate about prevention and public education, she is dedicated to 
making a lasting impact through meaningful community connections. 
Her background as an instructor therapist working with children with 
autism helps shape her empathetic and effective approach to fire and 
life safety education. 
 
 
 
 
 

Shanyn Godward - President, Ontario Association of Fire Educators (OAFE). 

 
Shanyn Godward currently serves as President of the Ontario 
Association of Fire Educators (OAFE) and is the Public Education 
Officer for Richmond Hill Fire & Emergency Services. Certified for 
NFPA 1035 Youth Firesetter Intervention Specialist (YFIS) through the 
Justice Institute of British Columbia, her recent completion of the 
National Fire Academy’s YFPI course expands her ability to help guide 
the development of a modern, standardized youth fire-setter 
intervention program for Ontario. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

Steady Under Pressure: Resilience & Stress Response in Fire 
Prevention 

Colleen Kamps, Tema Foundation. 

Colleen is a licensed psychotherapist with a career spanning over 4 
decades, specializing in mental health and wellness, suicidality, 
trauma, grief, and crisis intervention. She is an impassioned 
advocate for mental health through The Tema Foundation and is 
renowned for her expertise in trauma-informed training and therapy. 
Her compassionate approach and unwavering commitment to those 
she serves have earned her widespread recognition and respect in 
the helping field and first responder field. Colleen is deeply dedicated 
to destigmatizing mental health issues and promoting holistic 
wellbeing in her community through The Tema Foundation, her 
counselling practice, workshops, training, and advocacy efforts. Her 
passion, commitment, and dedication to helping others are what 

keep her striving forward to make life easier for those who need support.  

Fire Prevention professionals operate in a high-responsibility role that balances public 
safety, enforcement, education, and post-incident exposure. This workshop will provide 
a practical, trauma-informed understanding of stress responses and resilience, with tools 
that support clarity, professionalism, and long-term sustainability in the role. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Preparing to Charge Service Providers and Reviewing Alternative 
Solutions - Then, Now and Alternative Solutions 

Nancy Macdonald-Duncan. 

Nancy has over twenty years’ experience providing advice and assistance directly to the 
fire service and in fire service management.  She has extensive knowledge and 
experience in strategic planning, risk assessment, capital and operating budgets, 
business case and report development as well as legislative compliance and 
enforcement. 

Her career has spanned through roles as a prosecutor with the 
Regional Municipality of Niagara (one of the first licensed Paralegals 
in Ontario); Chief Fire Prevention Officer (St. Catharines Fire and 
Emergency Services), Division Chief overseeing Inspections and 
Enforcement; Deputy Chief overseeing the entire Fire Prevention 
Division; Acting Fire Chief during COVID  (Mississauga Fire and 
Emergency Services); and, while working for the Office of the Fire 
Marshal in her roles as Program Specialist, Prosecutions, Manager 
Community Safety Enhancements; and, in her most recent role as 
Director/Deputy Fire Marshal – Fire Investigations. 

Since retiring from the Fire Marshal’s Office in July of 2025, Nancy 
has established her own Fire Safety Consulting company, “NMD Consulting Services” 
focusing on providing advice and assistance in fire safety compliance. 
Nancy has participated in the development and implementation of both the Fire Master 
Plan and Comprehensive Risk Assessment for Mississauga Fire and Emergency 
Services. 

Her roles in the fire service and as a prosecutor have allowed her to focus on the  
importance of fire code compliance and legislative responsibilities, enforcement and  
public education.  Nancy’s passion continues to focus on utilizing legislation in creating 
and maintaining fire safe communities. 

A historical look back at when the fire service did not enforce; the steps it took to move 
the fire service into the direction of enforcement (triggers such as lack of smoke alarm 
fatalities; marijuana grow operations); issues and road blocks within the municipality 
and/or legislation; where we are now (honest open discussion about where departments 
feel they are with respect to compliance and enforcement) and where do we go from here 
(more out of province/country owners for instance). What's working, What's not. 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Connecting NFPA 13 to the New Fire Code 

Mike Norris, Norris Fire Consulting Inc. 

Mr. Norris, Principal and founder of Norris Fire Consulting Inc has a Bachelor of Science 
in Fire Protection and Life Safety Engineering Technology from the University of 
Cincinnati graduating with college honors and has a Diploma in Fire Protection 
Engineering Technology from Seneca College in Toronto, Ontario. 

 
Mr. Norris also has a Limited Engineering License from Professional 
Engineer’s Ontario (PEO) and is also a Professional Licensee 
(Engineering) in British Columbia and Engineering Licensee in 
Manitoba and Saskatchewan with a scope limitation for fire 
protection and fire alarm systems. 
 
 

Mr. Norris's project experience includes the design and review of life safety and fire 
protection systems including automatic sprinkler protection, suppression systems, 
underground water supply analysis, fire alarm initiation and notification, egress analysis, 
access control, fire resistance ratings, smoke control, due diligence surveys and 
alternative construction methods & compliance, alternative egress studies utilizing 
computational egress models. Mr. Norris also has specialties in contract and project 
management. 

Mike will be speaking on notable changes to the 2019 edition NFPA 13 with the goal to 
focus on the items relevant to fire inspector. He also will be discussing the requirements 
for sprinkler systems in Part 3 of the new Ontario Fire Code, specifically aerosol storage, 
hazardous materials, unprotected vs protected storage options.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

Understanding the Changes to CAN/ULC-S536-19 

Ray Dulac, President, COC, CFAA. 
Steve Lott, Vice President, COC, CFAA. 

Raymond Dulac is President of the Canadian Fire Alarm 
Association’s Central Ontario Chapter and a seasoned fire 
alarm professional with over 25 years of field and leadership 
experience. As Fire Alarm Division Supervisor at Lifeline Fire 
Protection, he oversees, mentors, trains, and provides 
technical support to more than 60 fire alarm technicians. 
Throughout his career, Raymond has managed and 
supervised fire alarm operations for leading companies, 
specializing in installation, inspection, verification, 
troubleshooting, and compliance. 

Steven Lott is Vice President of the Canadian Fire Alarm Association’s Central Ontario 
Chapter and a seasoned fire alarm professional with over 20 years of field experience. 
As Head of Training and Education at EPI Fire Protection, Steven has established himself 
as an industry leader whose methodical troubleshooting methods have taught fire alarm 
technicians across Canada. He is factory-trained as a programmer on equipment from 
many leading fire alarm system manufacturers and is extremely well-versed in codes and 
standards. 

Ray and Steve will be describing the newly implemented changes made to the CAN/ULC-
S536-2019, “Standard for Inspection and Testing of Fire Alarm Systems”. They will be 
testing a fire alarm system showing the new requirements along with results of the test. 
Also, will be testing other components of the fire alarm system with the tools required to 
show the participants what it takes to test a fire alarm system. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

Reviewing the Results of CAN/ULC-S1001 Testing 

Michael Lonergan – Lonergan Engineering.  

Michael founded Lonergan Engineering in 2013, bringing together a 
rare blend of hands-on trade experience and engineering expertise. 
Michael loves to share ideas, storeys and problem solving, as he 
continues to shape his practical, safety-focused design and  
engineering approach. 

Michael has over two decades of experience and is licensed as a 
P.Eng. in Ontario, British Columbia, Nova Scotia, and holds a 
Consulting Engineer designation. 

He regularly shares his expertise via educational presentations and 
is an active member of CFAA Central Ontario, CFSA, ULC Technical 
Committee and volunteers his time to support the                                                                                            
education committee. The goal is to help propel this industry forward 
with lessons learned.  

Jeremy Walker – Lonergan Engineering.  

Jeremy began his career by combining a business degree and a 
curiosity for “how things work” with experience in his family’s 
electrical company. From apprentice to President & CEO, he led 
diverse projects and built a reputation for honesty, quality, and 
collaboration. 

In 2019, he joined Georgian College as a Professor of Electrical 
Apprenticeship Studies and in 2022, Jeremy joined Lonergan 
Engineering to focus on integrated systems testing. 
He brings real-world insight and a cooperative mindset to every 
project. As well as expertise in ULC-S1001—the Standard for 
Integrated Systems Testing of Fire Protection and Life Safety 
Systems. 

Jeremy holds a Master Electrician license, a 309A Red Seal, and a 
B.BA (Hon). 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

Tools for the Frontline: Supporting Community Public Education 

Kristen Polito, Senior Manager, Office of the Fire Marshal. 

Kristen Polito is the Senior Manager of Public Education and 
Communications at the Ontario Office of the Fire Marshal. A 13-
year Ontario Public Service veteran with 20 years of marketing 
expertise, she leads a multi-disciplinary team focused on digital 
innovation and provincial awareness. Kristen champions a 
"listen first" leadership style, prioritizing fire service feedback to 
deliver modern, resource-driven safety engagement across 
Ontario’s urban and rural communities. 

In this session, the OFM Public Education and Communications 
team provides a roadmap for the upcoming year. They will dive into the strategic rollout 
of the fall fire safety campaigns and showcase a modernized suite of tools, including the 
new Fire Safety Key Messages digital book and a refreshed, AODA-compliant resource 
bundle. Beyond materials, Kristen Polito will share details on upcoming regional 
workshops and social media training sessions designed to build capacity for local fire 
educators. 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Fire Marshal’s Public Fire Safety Council 

Jamie Kovacs, Executive Director. 

Jamie Kovacs is the Executive Director of the Fire Marshal’s 
Public Fire Safety Council, where he is part of a great team that 
work with fire departments across Ontario to advance fire and CO 
safety education and prevention. 

He proudly serves as a firefighter with Central Elgin Fire Rescue, 
where firsthand experience responding to calls continues to 
shape his work. One of his proudest moments came a few days 
ago when a resident he had previously given a carbon monoxide 
alarm to, came back to the station after a fire sharing that the 
alarm had activated due to a furnace leak and, according to 
Enbridge, saved the family’s life. It’s a moment that reaffirmed for 
him that the work being done both at the Council and in the fire 

service truly does save lives. 

In 2025, he received the T.S.S.A Impact Award for his leadership in fire and carbon 
monoxide safety initiatives across Ontario. 

Prior to joining the Council, Jamie spent 25 years with Coca-Cola Canada in various sales 
and leadership roles, where he built a people-first leadership reputation and a strong 
focus on listening and collaboration 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

Technical Standards and Safety Authority (TSSA) 

Susy Ceolin, Communications Program Manager. 

Susy Ceolin has over 34 years’ experience with the Technical 
Standards and Safety Authority that spans across a broad and 
diverse range of public education, customer, corporate and research 
portfolios.  
For the past 20+ years Susy has been actively managing public 
education and engagement initiatives through the design, 
development and implementation of tactical communication 
strategies/plans focused on user behavior modification and 

mitigation of safety risks. 
She holds an Honours Bachelors of Arts from the University of Toronto. 

Ammara Khan, Director, Communications. 

Ammara Khan is a communications strategist with more than 25 
years of experience. She has accelerated purpose-driven work 
through senior positions in public, private, and non-profit sector 
organizations across multiple markets, industries, and within various 
social, political, economic, and cultural contexts.   

Her work has involved navigating multiple, complex, and often 
divergent priorities, with a perspective on how best to align and 

integrate them toward common goals, and her expertise lies in shaping innovative 
problem-solving strategies, developing and integrating research and insights into policy 
communications, public affairs, advocacy, and building collaborative relationships with 
government, multilateral organizations, foundations, and academic institutions. 

She holds an Honours Bachelor of Arts (International Relations Specialist Programme) 
from the University of Toronto. 

Susy Ceolin and Ammara Khan from the Technical Standards & Safety Authority (TSSA) 
will be sharing insights from risk perception research and how understanding user 
behaviour can inform the effectiveness of safety messaging. 
This plenary session brings together key leaders from the Office of the Fire Marshal 
(OFM), Fire Marshal’s Public Fire Safety Council (FMPFSC) and Technical Standards 
and Safety Authority (TSSA) to provide a comprehensive look at the provincial public 
education landscape. Attendees will gain insight into current large-scale campaigns, 
upcoming training opportunities, and modern strategies for digital and community 
engagement. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Changing Fire Alarm and Fire Protection Systems in Existing 
Buildings - The Like For Like Lie 

Paul Latreille - Jensen Hughes. 

Paul has 40 years experience in the fire protection and life 
safety consulting engineering business.  Paul has developed 
an expertise in fire alarm and voice communication systems 
design, electronic locking and electromagnetic lock design, 
and many specialty fire protection systems designs.  Paul 
has been a member of the NBCC subcommittee on fire alarm 
design and actively participates in many industry 
associations.  Paul has worked on many high profile projects 
in his career including The Peace Tower and Centre Block, 
Pearson Terminal 1, The Toronto Eaton Centre, The 
Canadian Tire Centre and many other projects across the 

country.  

This presentation will explore the complexities of replacing or upgrading fire alarm 
systems and other fire protection systems in existing buildings, specifically addressing 
the widespread misconception of the "like-for-like" replacement approach that many fire 
alarm and fire protection companies use hoping to avoid the need for engineers or permits 
when replacing fire alarm and other life safety systems. This practice can undermine 
safety and compliance. The session will not only delve into the relevant codes and 
regulations but will also highlight real-world examples from various projects that clearly 
demonstrate why the "like-for-like" method is problematic. 

Drawing on over 40 years of industry experience, Paul will offer expert insights and share 
lessons learned from his role as an expert witness, Fire Code application and when 
building permits are required for work being requested by the Fire Department and will 
shed light on the critical importance of compliance when dealing with life safety systems. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Administrative Monetary Penalty System – AMPS 

Brenda Russell. 

Brenda was employed with the City of Barrie for 32 years, retiring in 2013 from the position 
of Manager of Municipal Law and Prosecution Services. In her position with the City of 
Barrie, she was responsible for an enforcement team of more than 25 officers, as well as 
a prosecutorial team responsible for the prosecution of all Provincial Offences within the 
County of Simcoe. 

She was responsible for the POA transfer project in the City of Barrie, one of the first 7 
demonstration sites in Ontario in 1999. This project transitioned all Provincial Offences 
services from the Provincial level to the Municipal level including POA prosecutions and 
court services for all municipalities, First Nations and the federal base within the County 
boundaries. 

Outside of the City of Barrie, she was a part-time faculty member with Georgian College 
Orillia campus for 7 years instructing Municipal Law Enforcement. 

Brenda is a life member of the Municipal Law Enforcement Officers’ Association serving 
on the board of directors for 38 of her 40 membership years, including 15 years as 
President. She also led the Education team for the Association for over 20 years 
developing various training courses and workshops. She continues to serve as a course 
Facilitator and Instructor for the Association and has trained thousands of officers across 
the province over the years. 

She was responsible for the development of the Residential Housing training program 
delivered jointly by the Ministry of Housing and the Municipal Law Enforcement Officers’ 
Association across the Province and has also had the honour of developing and delivering 
training for the Atlantic By-law Enforcement Officers, an Association encompassing 
officers from all of the maritime provinces, including Newfoundland and Labrador. 

She has served on numerous professional and community Boards of Directors over the 
years and currently resides in Muskoka where she enjoys her gardens, grandchildren, 
and cat Loki in her spare time. 

What is AMPS? 
How does it differ from the POA process? 
Authorities and Processes 
Roles and responsibilities within the AMPS system  
Thresholds - Balance of probability vs. beyond a reasonable doubt 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Arson Offenders and Criminal Investigative Analysis: Geographic 
Profiling and Arson Offender Research 

Bill Gofton, Retired, Ontario Provincial Police. 

Bill Gofton is a retired member of the Ontario Provincial Police 
with extensive experience in major crime investigations, drug 
enforcement, and criminal behaviour analysis. He spent the 
latter half of his career with the Criminal Behaviour Analysis 
Section (CBAS), where he served as the Operational Manager 
of the Threat and Behaviour Analysis Team. 

During his tenure with CBAS, Mr. Gofton received specialized 
training from leading experts and investigative agencies, 
including the FBI. He is a certified Geographic Criminal Profiler 
and a certified Threat Assessment Investigator. In these 
capacities, he contributed to investigations involving serial 
offenders—such as serial sexual offenders, arsonists, and 

homicide perpetrators—as well as cases involving threats of violence, including school 
shooting threats, bombings, and arson. He is a court‑qualified expert and a recognized 
subject matter expert in violence risk assessment. 

Mr. Gofton holds a Bachelor of Arts in Law with a concentration in Criminology from 
Carleton University and is an active member of the Canadian Association of Threat 
Assessment Professionals. In 2018, he was named OPP Officer of the Year for his 
assistance to victims of the Las Vegas mass shooting. He currently serves as a civilian 
consultant / forensic analyst under contract with the OPP’s CBAS Research Unit. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Authorization to Close Case Study - Hamilton Fire 

 
Rob King, Program Specialist, OFM. 
 
Rob’s background before joining the fire service in 2003 as a volunteer fire fighter was in 
construction building houses and log homes and becoming familiar with the Ontario 
Building Code and associated standards. 
Rob spent twelve years as the full-time Fire Prevention Officer for the department he 
volunteered with for 17 years before he started with the OFM in June 2018 as an instructor 
with the Ontario Fire College where he primarily taught the fire inspector/fire code and 
public fire & life safety educator courses. 
Rob transitioned over to the Regulatory Compliance Unit of Field and Advisory Services 
in October 2024 where he has been involved in assisting fire departments to interpret and 
apply the Fire Protection and Prevention Act 1997, and the Ontario Fire Code as 
amended. 
 
Chris Pearman, Program Specialist, OFM. 
 
OFM Program Specialist 5+ years, Volunteer firefighter for 28 years – Retired 
Served for 22 + years with Lanark Highlands Fires Service, Middleville District, where I 
served 5 years as Station Chief. Retired from the rank of Deputy Chief prior to joining 
Napanee Emergency Services as a volunteer firefighter, where I served for 5 years.  
Currently volunteering with Boots on the Ground. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Hamilton Fire 

Deputy Fire Chief – Trevor Haalstra. 

23 Years with the Hamilton Fire Department 
Management Team for 3 Years 
Recently promoted to Deputy Chief 

Assistant Chief Fire Prevention Officer - Francine Levstek. 

25 Years with the Hamilton Fire Department 
5.5 years in her current position  

Fire Inspector - Eric Schafranek. 

5 years with the Hamilton Fire Department 
Promoted to 1st class Fire Inspector in 2025  

This presentation will describe the process of achieving a closure of a property. 
Hamilton Fire Department contacted the OFM about a property they felt that had serious 
life safety issues and wanted information and options on what are the next steps to be 
taken. Through discussions with HFD and OFM it was determined that a request for 
closure would be in the best interest of the tenants and first responders.  



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

TRADESHOW BOOTHS 
 

 

1. First Due 17. Certi-Fire 

2. Safety Medic Inc. 18. 1200 Degrees 

3. Troy Life and Fire Safety 19. DKI 

4. Power King 20. North City General Insurance 
Brokers 

5. IKECA 21. Honeywell 

6. NGP 22. Tap Report 

7. OCI Group 23. FSWO 

8. CASA 24. FMPFSC 

9. CFAA 25. The Ministry of Emergency 
Preparedness and Response 

10. OMFPOA 26. OFM 

11. Lonergan Engineering Inc. 27. Great Lakes Fire Consulting and 
Engineering 

12. On-Site Drapery Cleaners 28. JTS Fire Security 

13. Savaria Mineralized Products Inc. 29. Medallion Group Insurance 

14. 1-800Boardup 30. YNCU 

15. Georgian College 31. Loyal Fire Consulting Engineers 

16. Canadian Fire Engineering Summit 32. Boots on the Ground 
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