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January 25, 2017

Montessori Operators

Subject:        Use of Live Fire Candles within Montessori Schools 

Based on concerns received, we have completed a review of the use of live fire candles used as part of the Montessori school’s curriculum.  This notice provides information related to decisions made by the Ontario Municipal Fire Prevention Officers Association in relation to the use of live fire candles. 

After attending several Montessori schools it was found that traditional application of the Montessori school curriculum uses live fire candles.  Three activities were reviewed, which include:

1.    Candle snuffing for the purposes of motor skill development (Activity of the Very First Day),

2.    Candle snuffing for the purposes of regaining children’s focus, and

3.    Candle snuffing for the purposes of birthday celebrations.

During our review it was found that not all of the schools follow the traditional application of the Montessori curriculum when it comes to the use of live fire as a medium.  Most schools visited have adopted creative alternatives to using live fire candles, whilst achieving the same activity objectives and maintaining the same spirit of the Montessori curriculum.

The use of live fire candles is not permitted in any other school/daycare, without the pre-approval of the local Municipal Fire Department’s Chief Fire Official.  This is to ensure the safety of building occupants by preventing potential accidental fire’s and personal injuries.  

Although we have a deep respect for the preservation of traditions, the Ontario Municipal Fire Prevention Officers Association does not endorse the use of the live fire candles as part of standard curriculum practices.  

We are asking that you cease the practices of using live fire in your classroom settings and review alternative methods. We are hoping that this notice will be sufficient in motivating you to pursue the implementation of alternative methods to using live fire candles.  
We thank you in advance for your continued support in fire safety. If you have any questions or wish to discuss further, please do not hesitate to contact the undersigned.
Respectfully Yours,

Giovannini, Vince CFEI, CMM III

Vice President, OMFPOA

